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at the head of his men at New Orleans. He is as mild as the dewdrop, but deep in his soul you may see very plain that deliberate, firm, cool, and manly courage which have crowned him with glory. He must be a host when he is aroused. All these Tennesseans are mild and gentle, except when they are excited, which it is hard to do; but when they are once raised, it is victory or death."
An interesting sketch of this great cavalry officer has been furnished me by his accomplished granddaughter, Miss Eliza Coffee, of Florence, Alabama, which will serve me a good part in the letters to come.
General Coffee left a large family of children, one of whom, Alexander Donelson Coffee, who lives in the country near Florence, Alabama, is one of the best farmers and most highly respected citizens of Alabama. Mrs. Rachel Diaz, who died in the city of Nashville, Tennessee, a few years ago, was a daughter. She was the wife of our venerable and esteemed citizen, A. D. Diaz.
When it is remembered that the thirty-three years of Jackson's life were the child-like steps, the just-beginning-to-walk of a man who made bigger strides than any man before him, or since, has done on the continent, the reader will not be surprised when I say that it has taken more material, ink, and paper, to supply the demand for'information about him than for any other man in our history. When Parton, in 1859, set about to write the great American's life, simply as a money-making business, he procured the most extensive book-house in New York to get up a list of books, pamphlets, and papers which had been printed and published for circulation, wholly or in large part devoted to General Jackson, and the list has been preserved, and it now lies before me. There had been at that time 396 such publications, a very large part of them devoted in whole or in part, like Parton's and Sumner's works, to making unfriendly criticisms.;ttr<t tlir Indians at Talleseehatchic, nor could 1 trace in lit** nmutt-nance the swiftness of pursuit and sudden drfrat Indians again at Umuckfaw, much less his severrn."dmitted into the Union
